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indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.', should be rendered by standing at attention 
facing the flag with the right hand over the heart. When not in uniform men should 
remove their headdress with their right hand and hold it at the left shoulder , the hand 
being over the heart. Persons in uniform should remain silent, face the flag, and render 
the military salute. 

§173. Display and use of nag by civilians; codification of rules and customs; 
definition 

The following codi fication of existing rules and customs pertaining to the display and 
use of the flag of the United States of America is established for the use of such 
civilians or civilian groups or organizations as may not be required to conform with 
regulations promulgated by one or more executive departments of the Government of 
the United States. The flag of the United States for the purpose of this chapter shall be 
defined accord ing to sections J. and ~ of title 4 and Executive Order 10834 issued 
pursuant thereto. 

§174. Time and occasions for display 

• (a) Display on buildings and stationary flagstaffs in open; night display 

It is the universal custom to display the flag only from sunrise to sunset on 
buildings and on stationary flagstaffs in the open. However, when a patriotic 
effect is desired, tile l1o.1g Illa) oc displayed twenty - <'III hours alia) ir properly 
iliuminatcd during the hour ordarkness. 

• (b) Manner of hoisting 

The flag should be hoisted briskly and lowered ceremoniously. 

• (c) Inclement weather 

The flag should not be displayed on days when the weather is inclement, except 
when an all weather flag is displayed. 

• (d) Particular days of display 

The flag should be displayed on all days, especially on New Year's Day, January 
I; Inauguration Day, January 20; Lincoln's Birthday, february 12; Washington's 
Birthday, third Monday in February; Easter Sunday (variable); Mother's Day, 
second Sunday in May; Armed Forces Day, third Saturday in May; Memorial 
Day (half-staff until noon), the last Monday in May; flag Day, June 14; 
Independence Day, July 4; Labor Day, first Monday in September; Constitution 
Day, September 17; Columbus Day, second Monday in October; Navy Day, 
October 27; Veterans Day, November 11; Thanksgiving Day, fourth Thursday in 
November; Christmas Day. December 25; and such other days as may be 
procIaimed by the President 0 f the United States; the birthdays 0 f States (date of 
admission); and on State holidays . 

• (e) Display on or near administrat ion building of public institutions 

The flag should be displayed daily on or near the main administration building of 
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Flags on poles generally requ ire (j ct .~d i ca t ed 

iVht. Flags on a residen tia l orch may requ ire 
only ambient lighting, such as a porch or street 
light . The reasonable distance criteria stili 
applies. 

If displayed at night, the flag must be properly 
illuminated. Proper illumination means that the 
stars and stripes can be seen readily from a 
reasonable distance. 
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